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The Indiana University
Server for East Asian
Languages and
Cultures

(http://www.easc.indiana.edu)

By Jason D. Lewis

he Indiana University East

Asian Studies Center (EASC)

has developed a World Wide

Web (WWW) server! for stu-
dents and educators concerned with East
Asian studies. Since its creation in 1979,
the EASC has sought to make available a
variety of information and expertise con-
cerning the languages and cultures of
China, Japan, and Korea. Thanks to the ex-
plosion in the use of the Internet?, resources
and expertise that were once somewhat
confined to libraries and campuses are now
available on demand to a world wide audi-
ence. Resources available via the EASC
server include: curricular material for lan-
guages, social studies, and humanities; dis-
cussion groups on all aspects of East Asian
related teaching and research; newsletters,
information pertaining to East Asian stud-
ies at IU, and links to other worthwhile
sites found on the WWW.

To access this server requires a computer
connected to the World Wide Web. As
there are photos, graphs, maps, and audio/
visual material available, a multimedia
workstation using a browser such as
Netscape? is recommended. The resources
presented can be used on-line or down-
loaded for duplication and distribution
to other teachers and students. Material
for this site is constantly being added,
updated, or removed.

The recommended K-12 resources on
Asia listings were compiled by the
National Project on Asia in American
Schools at Columbia University in coop-
eration with the Committee on Teaching
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About Asia (CTA) of the Association for
Asian Studies. The areas surveyed include
China, Japan, Korea, and Southeast Asia.
Each area’s resources are broken down
to include:

CLASSROOM CURRICULUM MATERIALS
AUDIO-VISUAL RESOURCES

MULTICULTURAL MATERIALS ON
Asian-AMERICANS (CurricuLuM UNITS)

Maprs
TEACHER REFERENCE GUIDES
NON-FICTION AND FICTION READINGS

APPENDIX WITH PUBLISHER/
DISTRIBUTOR ADDRESSES.

This list is not exhaustive. It provides a
basic list of materials, including both class-
room curriculum units and more general
resources for class or school libraries.
Items listed are published primarily by uni-
versity resource centers on Asia and other
non-profit educational groups. Other items
are drawn from commercial presses. Com-
mercial educational materials on Asia are
now being published at a rapid rate. A list
of commercial distributors is appended to
this electronic resource, and users are urged
to consult current catalogues from these
distributors for lists of new materials.

China: A Teaching Workbook has been
compiled and distributed by the East
Asian Curriculum Project of the East Asian
Institute at Columbia University. This
workbook is accompanied by Lesson Plans
on China which has also been compiled
by the East Asian Curriculum Project. By
combining these two resources, K-12
teachers have the material necessary
to teach most aspects of Chinese studies
including: language, early and modern
history, politics and foreign relations, art
and music, and contemporary society.
Japan: A Teaching Workbook, along with
Lesson Plans on Japan, also from Colum-
bia, cover the same topics as the China
workbook. (The China and Japan work-
books were under development at the time
this article was written and should be
available very soon.)

The Roundtable is an organized discus-
sion forum for reviewing and comment-
ing on the latest textbooks, software, other
instructional resources, and pedagogical

issues pertaining to East Asian studies. The
goal of the Roundtable is to provide a
forum for sharing our collective knowl-
edge and experience. For example, teach-
ers from throughout the country can dis-
cuss the latest developments in Chinese
proficiency testing or teaching Japanese
at the elementary school level. Or if a
teacher is planning a trip to Hiroshima and
would like recommendations of where to
stay or who to visit, s/he could post a ques-
tion in the Japanese Studies area and
receive answers from colleagues who have
been there. Technology issues, such as
how to use e-mail in Chinese or do word
processing in Korean, could be posted in
the technology forum. The structure of the
Roundtable is such that readers can add a
comment to a line of discussion for all
to see, start a new line of discussion, or
send an answer/comment directly to the
individual who posted a question.
Curriculum Units and Lesson Plans sub-
mitted by teachers for teachers are being
converted into the HTML format for view-
ing, printing, or downloading via the
WWW. At the time of writing, there were
two submissions on-line. East Asian Stud-
ies: A Guide for Teachers, by Mara Pinto
Oess of the Notre Dame Academy, con-
tains ninety pages of study guides, activi-
ties, tests, and lessons on China, Japan, and
Korea. The material is suitable for adapta-
tion at many levels and covers the arts,
geography, history, political science,
economics, language, and literature. A
Geography of Chinese Peoples, by Paul
Haakenson of Bloomington, Indiana, con-
sists of ten lessons covering the history,
culture, and demographics of Chinese
populations throughout the world. The
EASC is continually soliciting curricular
material for distribution on the WWW. If
you have been successfully teaching about
Asia and would like to share your resources
with others, please contact the EASC.
Korea: People, Culture and Society is a
slide presentation developed by the
Korean Press Center in Seoul, Korea.
There are 180 slides with accompanying
text on various aspects of Korean society
and culture. This has been supplemented
with material from Window on Korea, a
multimedia CD-ROM developed by
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Korea’s Overseas Information Service.
Both of these resources can be adapted for
use at any level. The material was con-
verted for presentation via the WWW and
can also be downloaded for duplication.
Approaches to Teaching About Korea,
from the East Asia Curriculum Project at
Columbia, is an excellent resource geared
for teachers who want to include Korea
into a larger curriculum unit on East Asia.

The Association for Asian Studies
(AAS) has begun to make its resources
available via the WWW. The East Asian
Studies Center at U is providing this ser-
vice for the AAS. Newsletters, publication
brochures, job listings, AAS annual meet-
ing programs, and other announcements
and news from the field are made avail-
able here. In addition, publications asso-
ciated with the AAS annual meeting are
reproduced in full text, such as the Ab-
stracts of the Annual Meeting, which con-
tains the abstracts from all of the papers
that were presented at the annual meeting.

The services and resources available
through Indiana University’s Server for
East Asian Languages and Cultures are
intended to promote and assist the teach-
ing and study of East Asia at all levels. If
you have access to the WWW, please
browse through the available material and
offer feedback as to how they can be im-
proved, what works best for you, or what
you would like to see added. ®

The EASC can be contacted at:
Phone: (812) 855-3765;

e-mail: easc@indiana.edu;

or on the WWW at:
http://www.easc.indiana.edu.

NOTES

. The World Wide Web is an interface to the
Internet that allows for multimedia presenta-
tion. It links computers so that files can be
accessed from around the globe as if they were
all on one computer. A computer that has been
configured to distribute files over the Internet
or WWW is referred to as a server.

[\°)

. Internet refers to a global network similar to the
phone system (via cables and satellites) that
allows computers to link and transfer data at
high speeds.

(O8]

. Software by which a computer can access text
and multimedia in a WWW format is referred
to as a browser. Netscape and Mosaic are
popular multimedia browsers.

Media Materials for
Education
About Japan and Asia

By Jackson H. Bailey

ParT ONE

The Earlham College Institute
for
Education on Japan

he Earlham College Institute for

Education on Japan was estab-

lished in 1986 to provide ad-

ministrative structure for the
growing work of the College with K-12
educators, college faculty and students,
and business and civic groups in need of
information about Japan and other parts
of Asia. The Institute and its affiliates
provide resources, advice, and consulta-
tion to a wide variety of groups and
individuals. One of the affiliates, The
Japan Study Program of the Great Lakes
Colleges Association/Associated Colleges
of the Midwest, serves as the resource
agent for a faculty and student exchange
program, organizes faculty development
seminars, and provides liaison service for
member colleges with institutions and
individuals in Japan. The Institute pub-
lishes a series of Occasional Papers which
make current research in Japanese society
and culture and a variety of teaching
materials on Japan available to a diverse
audience. These materials include essays
on the economy of Japan, social relations,
aesthetic and ethical values, the geogra-
phy/geology of Japan, and Japan’s inter-
national relations. A brochure listing
the Papers may be obtained from the
Institute, and the pamphlets are available
for nominal cost.

For more than 25 years, Earlham has
maintained a major lending library of
media materials on Japan. Some of the
films have Japanese language sound
tracks. Others with an English track
provide a visual record of Japan’s post-
war development. Many introduce various
facets of Japanese history and culture.

The Earlham Media
Production Group (MPG)

With the emergence of video, computer,
and CD-ROM technology in the late 80s
and 90s, the College has pioneered in the
development of new media resources for
teaching about Japan. In 1991, the Media
Production Group (MPG) was established
as an affiliate of the Institute for Educa-
tion on Japan with a working relationship
with the National Institute of Multimedia
Education in Chiba, Japan. MPG is a bi-
national partnership that brings together
media and Japan Studies professionals to
produce and distribute media materials
related to Japan and Asia. MPG is dedi-
cated to producing first-quality television
and video for teaching about Japan and its
role in the world. A new series of half-hour
broadcast programs has been designed
called Japan: Resources for Understand-
ing. Earlham College holds North Ameri-
can broadcast rights and all non-broadcast
distribution rights outside of Japan. The
series is being broadcast on regional PBS
outlets throughout the U.S. Five documen-
taries have been completed, and a sixth on
the development of agriculture in post-war
Japan will be completed by the spring
of 1996. One-half inch VHS videos of
these programs are available from the In-
stitute for $35 each plus $4 shipping and
handling. Each program is accompanied
by a study guide which contains viewing
notes and essays by leading authorities,
Japanese and American.

Japan: Resources for Understanding
fills a gap in what is available for teach-
ing about Japan. It focuses on the variety
in contemporary Japanese life in contrast
to the stereotypical presentations of
Tokyo salary men as if they were all there
is to understanding Japan. The MPG pro-
gram Neighborhood Tokyo with its accom-
panying study guide is being used in high
school and college classes in conjunction
with Theodore Bestor’s prize-winning
book of the same name (Stanford Univ.
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