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Afghanistan: Multidisciplinary Perspectives

The Afghanistan War: Diverse Voices 
and Viewpoints 

Bing West’s Home Page, http://www.bingwest.com/
Bing West served as assistant secretary of defense for international secu-
rity affairs in the Reagan administration. Bing was a combat Marine in
Việt Nam, authored the counterinsurgency classic, e Village, and has
been on hundreds of patrols in Afghanistan, Iraq, and Việt Nam. He has
published widely on the war in numerous periodicals and journals, in-
cluding Foreign Affairs and e Wall Street Journal. West is a leading cri-
tique of the Pentagon’s Afghanistan war policies. (anks to Peter Frost
for this contribution.)
Fotini Christia, “Letter from Kabul: Fear and Abandonment in
Afghanistan,” Foreign Affairs, Council on Foreign Relations, June 26,
2011. Christia, an MIT assistant professor and a member of the MIT Se-
curity Studies Program, contrasts the Obama administration’s claim that
the Afghans will soon be “ready to stand on their own” with the vulnera-
bility many citizens of that country feel in light of a potential quick Amer-
ican withdrawal, http://www.fam.ag/7P1Vd9.
Lone Survivor: e Eyewitness Account of Operation Redwing and the
Lost Heroes of Seal Team Ten
BY MARCUS LUTTRELL WITH PATRICK ROBINSON
LITTLE, BROWN AND COMPANY, 2007
208 PAGES, ISBN: 978-0316067591, PAPERBACK
is national best-seller, written by a Navy Seal, is the story of an attempt
by four Seals in June 2005 to capture or kill a major al-Qaeda leader near
the Pakistan border. e author, who is now a frequent guest on national
media, also has established the Lone Survivor Foundation to honor and
remember American military, http://www.lonesurvivorfoundation.org/.
Max Boot’s Website, http://www.maxboot.net/
Max Boot, a military historian and foreign policy analyst, is the Jeane J.
Kilpatrick Senior Fellow in National Security Studies at the Council on
Foreign Relations. He has advised American military commanders, and
he is a contributor to a number of publications including Commentary,
e New York Times, and e Weekly Standard. Boot considers the
Afghanistan war to be winnable by coalition forces.
e Wars in Afghanistan: Messianic Terrorism, Tribal Conflicts, and the
Failures of the Great Powers
BY PETER TOMSEN
PUBLIC AFFAIRS, 2011
912 PAGES, 978-1586487638, HARDCOVER
e author, former ambassador, and special envoy on Afghanistan from
1989 to 1992 has dealt with a variety of Afghan political, military, and re-
ligious leaders. Reviewers in liberal and conservative publications in both
the US and abroad have praised his book. Tomsen’s basic argument is that
American policymakers still do not understand Afghanistan.
Welcome to Afghanistan: Send More Ammo
BY BENJAMIN TUPPER
EPIGRAPH PUBLISHING, 2009
208 PAGES, ISBN: 978-0982525500, PAPERBACK
e author served as one member of a two-man Embedded Training
team with the Afghan army fighting the Taliban in a remote part of
Afghanistan. His dispatches were broadcast on NPR, and his book has
been described by a wide variety of readers, including parents of soldiers
and veterans, as humorous, thought-provoking, multifaceted, and elo-
quent. (anks to Mike Breakey for this contribution.) n

The Taliban, Women, 
and Human Rights

e Taliban took control of Afghanistan’s government in 1996 and ruled
until it was driven from power during the 2001 US-led invasion. e Taliban
provided safe haven to al-Qaeda, an Islamic extremist organization that pub-
licly executed criminals and outlawed education for women and girls.1

Today, although progress has been made, and education is more acces-
sible than under the Taliban, more than half of all Afghan girls still do not
attend school. Underneath the surface of reported progress, problems per-
sist, and official positions oen conflict. According to Human Rights Watch,
in March 2012, Afghanistan President Hamid Karzai publicly supported a
statement by Afghanistan’s Ulema Shura, a government-sponsored council
of religious leaders, that said women are secondary to men, should not travel
without a male chaperone, and should not mix with men in public or while
working or studying. Karzai later explained his position by saying, “e cler-
ics’ council of Afghanistan did not put any limitations on women. It is the
sharia law of all Muslims and all Afghans.”2

Afghan women, especially those living in rural areas, still must live ac-
cording to these strict rules of conduct. ey have some of the worst liter-
acy, poverty, and life expectancy rates in the world; many women and girls
live in physically abusive environments and are forced into marriage—oen
at a young age and to a much older man. Women who travel outside their
home or between villages and cities must be escorted by a male relative or
husband at the risk of being labeled “immoral.” 

Several hundred children in Afghanistan live in prisons and juvenile de-
tention facilities. While accurate statistics are not publicly available, Human
Rights Watch estimates there are approximately 400 women and girls im-
prisoned in Afghanistan for “moral crimes.” is is about half of all of the
non-juvenile women in Afghanistan’s prisons and virtually all teenage girls
in its juvenile detention facilities.3

Eleven years aer the fall of the Taliban, there have been significant im-
provements for Afghan women and girls. Official restrictions for access to
education, work, and health care have ended, and millions of girls are at-
tending school for the first time. Women hold government positions, win
election to public office, and have become police officers and soldiers. A
2004 constitution guarantees women equal rights, and a 2009 law makes vi-
olence against women a crime. n
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SELECTED RESoURCES
Human Rights Watch is an independent organization dedicated to defending and pro-
tecting human rights around the world. Every year, they issue reports on the status of
human rights in countries around the world, including Afghanistan. e organization
works to prevent discrimination, uphold political freedom, protect people from inhu-
mane conduct in wartime, and bring offenders to justice, http://www.hrw.org/.
Afghanistan: Moral Crimes, Human Rights Watch, published March 26, 2012,
http://tiny.cc/ eflahw.
Heather Barr, “Are Afghan Women Better Off Aer a Decade of War?” Human Rights
Watch, published March 8, 2012, http://www.hrw.org/news/2012/03/08/are-afghan-
women-better-aer-decade-war.  


