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GEOGRAPHICAL FACTS ABOUT

AFGHANISTAN

Afghanistan is a landlocked country slightly smaller than Texas, situated in southwestern
Asia on the Iranian Plateau. The Hindu Kush mountain range runs northeast to south-
west and divides the northern provinces from the rest of the country. On the north,
Afghanistan borders Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, and Tajikistan; in the east, China; in the
west, Iran; and in the south, Pakistan.

Map source: http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/middle_east_and_asia/txu-oclc-309295540-afghanistan_pol_2008.jpg.

Afghanistan national flag colors (L to R): Black, red, green.

Borders and Topography

The total length of the Afghanistan border is 3,436 miles, and 44 percent of that border—
1,510 miles—is with Pakistan. Afghanistan’s border with Iran in the west is 582 miles, and
it shares a 47-mile border with China. The remaining 1,297 miles border northern neigh-
bors. The lowest elevation, Amu Darya, is 846 feet above sea level; the highest peak, in the
northern Vakhan Wakhan Corridor, is Noshak at 24,557 feet. Slightly over 12 percent of the
land is able to support crops.!

1. CIA World Factbook: Afghanistan, https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/af.html.



