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As a frequent film critic for Education About Asia, I have viewed and critiqued several documentaries.
Cocktail Party, however, is the first full-length movie I’ve reviewed. It features superb acting, an intriguing plot,
and an informative portrayal of the social conditions on Okinawa that have complicated US and Japanese rela-

tions for decades. A documentary of
the Okinawa problem may not have
the personal and emotional impact
this film has on the viewer.

Based on the novel by Tat-
suhiro Oshiro, Cocktail Party begins
in a quite personal way with a conver-
sation between an older man, Hiroshi
Uehara, and a younger man dis-
cussing the many contributions of
Uehara to Okinawa’s economic
growth, history, and post-wartime re-
covery. The younger man’s mission is
to invite Uehara to a cocktail party,

the long-established tradition in postwar Japan to stimulate understanding between the American military pres-
ence and Okinawa’s residents. At the party, Uehara is honored by the Marine commander, Major Porter, for his in-
tegrity, reputation, and honor. In this setting, Kenji Ohashi, who has just moved with his family to Okinawa from
Japan, becomes acquainted with Uehara—and an important bond is forged. 

Cocktail Party portrays, sometimes in a graphic manner, the rape of Ohashi’s daughter Naomi by a US Ma-
rine on the same night as the cocktail party. The drama is intense and riveting, reminding us of decades of unre-
ported and reported assaults by US servicemen of women on the islands. The plot takes several unusual twists and
turns, as Ohashi, his wife, and his daughter struggle with how to handle a situation that can cause great anguish
and embarrassment to his family. Ohashi meets with his new friend, Uehara, and bares his soul. What does Ue-
hara do? What does he suggest Ohashi do? See the film to discover what choices are made.

Such scenes and conversations throughout the film are deeply personal, touching, and give the film an un-
usual strength that draws in the viewer. Director Regge Life juxtaposes these conversations with scenes of every-
day life in Okinawa—life going on while some deal with pain and hurt. This is not a film that handles
interruptions well. Be prepared to watch the complete film in one sitting. The impact is immediate and the ques-
tions raised are numerous. Look for an unusual ending that engages the Ohashi family. And then you can decide
what happens next!
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