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Editor’s Message

I hope EAA readers are having a pleasant fall. This issue’s special section is “En-
trepreneurship in Asia.” Merriam-Webster’s definition of entrepreneur—”a 
person who organizes and operates a business, or businesses taking on greater 

than normal financial risks in order to do so”—is technically correct in my opin-
ion, but reveals nothing about the hard work, creativity, and incredible persever-
ance of successful entrepreneurs. Innovative entrepreneurs have always existed 
in Asia, but the rise of multiple economies throughout the continent in the last 
seventy-four years is inextricably linked to a profusion of incentive structures and 
human creativity that spawned impressive business results. Our special section 
helps explain this phenomenon.

Although his article is not formally part of the special section, widely ac-
claimed author and historian Stewart Gordon in “Asia, Power, and Robes of Hon-
or” tells the story of how a luxury good historically played a key role in diplomatic 
relations throughout the continent and elsewhere. 

In the call for manuscripts, we encouraged submissions from a wide range 
of countries but authors of some of the best features and essays focused upon 
India. Economist and economic historian Nimish Adhia’s interview with Alan 
Rosling on his book Boom Country? The New Wave of Indian Enterprise will give  
readers a good sense of the dynamism of contemporary Indian entrepreneurs. 
Hawai`i Pacific University Entrepreneurship Director Ken Schoolland’s com-
panion pedagogical essay review of Boom Country? complements the interview 
through extending reader knowledge and raising interesting questions suitable 
for further class discussion. Jayati Bhattacharya, in “The Story of Indian Busi-
ness: The Great Transition into the New Millennium,” provides readers with a 
wide ranging account of merchants, businesses, and entrepreneurs that includes 
historical, contemporary, and probable future opportunities and challenges en-
trepreneurs face. Center for Civil Society researchers Bhuvana Anand, Prashant 
Narang, Ritika Shah, and Vidushi Sabharwal’s online supplement essay, “The Ease 
of Doing Business on the Streets of India,” focuses on national, state, and local 
governments’ relations with street vendors, the unsung entrepreneurs of India.

In “China’s ‘National Champions’: Alibaba, Tencent, and Huawei,” Jeffrey 
Melnik writes an excellent, informative, and critical overview of three multina-
tional Chinese tech companies. Recent AAS book prizewinner Tom Cliff in “En-
trepreneurial Success and Grassroots Philanthropy in a Rural Chinese Township” 
describes how differing factors for two separate industries in a Chinese town-
ship affect both industries’ bottom lines and their propensity to engage in local 
philanthropy. The article is an excellent introduction that enables students and 
instructors to learn perhaps the most important economic education generaliza-
tion: incentives matter. John Sagers in “The Importance of Entrepreneurship in 
Japan’s Late Nineteenth–Century Meiji Industrial Transformation” emphasizes a 
critical factor often overlooked in accounts of Meiji economic development: the 
efforts of private business entrepreneurs. 

Sarah Grant in “Café Creatives: Coffee Entrepreneurs in Việt Nam” helps 
readers better understand some of the most innovative Vietnamese millennials 
in their struggles to succeed in a highly competitive market. Matthew Mitchell’s 
“Borrowing from the Buddha: Buddhist Temples as Financial Centers in Premod-
ern East Asia” is a compelling argument that Buddhism, or by implication any 
religion, is on one level a business endeavor where at least some adherents are 



Education About ASIA
A Publication of 

The Association for Asian Studies
 
Editorial Board. Editor: Lucien Ellington, The University 
of Tennessee at Chattanooga. 
Associate Editors. Peter Frost (Emeritus), Williams Col-
lege; David Grossman, East-West Center; Roberta Martin, 
Columbia University; Kristin E. Stapleton, State University 
of New York at Buffalo. 
Editorial Advisory Board. Fay Beauchamp, Community 
College of Philadelphia; Gary DeCoker, Earlham College; 
Prasenjit Duara, Duke University; Peter Frost (Emeritus), 
Williams College; Gwen Johnson, Educational Consultant; 
Arnold P. Kaminsky (Emeritus), California State Univer-
sity, Long Beach; Karen Kane, Columbia University; Rita 
Kipp, Retired; Linda Lewis, American Friends Service 
Committee; Roberta Martin, Columbia University; Steph-
anie Lee Rizas, Bethesda-Chevy Chase High School, Mary-
land; Richard J. Smith (Emeritus), Rice University; Kristin 
E. Stapleton, State University of New York at Buffalo; Ian 
Tiedemann, Greenwich High School, Connecticut. Paul B. 
Watt, Independent Scholar; Anand A. Yang, University of 
Washington.
Editors. Nimish Adhia, Manhattanville College; Arthur 
Barbeau (Emeritus), West Liberty State College; Fay 
Beauchamp, Community College of Philadelphia; Mary 
Bernson, Consultant, East Asian Studies; Fritz Blackwell 
(Emeritus), Washington State University; Frank Chance, 
University of Pennsylvania; Linda Chance, University of 
Pennsylvania; Mary Connor, National Korean Studies 
Seminar; Linda Cuadra, Tacoma Community College; 
Clayton Dube, University of Southern California; Dan 
Duffy, Việt Nam Literature Project; Peter Gilmartin, Pri-
mary Source; Jared Hall, Hotchkiss School; Scott Harrison, 
Asia Pacific Foundation of Canada; Charles W. Hayford, 
Visiing Scholar, Northwestern University; Michele Ferrier 
Heryford, University of Pittsburgh; Vera Heuer, Virginia 
Military Institute; Duane Johansen, The Excel Center;  
David Jones, Kennesaw State University; Brenda G. 
Jordan, University of Pittsburgh; Karen Kane, Columbia 
University; Marleen Kassel, Independent Scholar-CUNY; 
Tommy Lamont, Groton School; Ronnie Littlejohn, 
Belmont University; Kelly Ann Long, Colorado State 
University; Daniel A. Métraux (Emeritus), Mary Baldwin 
College; Gary Mukai, Stanford University; Ann Wood 
Norton, Providence College; Lynn Parisi, University of 
Colorado; Anne Prescott, Smith College;  Michael J. Seth, 
James Madison University; Lesley Solomon, Independent 
Scholar; Caryn Stedman, The Metropolitan Learning 
Center; Namji Kim Steinemann, East-West Center; Carol 
Stepanchuk, University of Michigan; Diana Marston 
Wood, University of Pittsburgh; Shelton Woods, Boise 
State University.
Editorial Staff. Managing Editor: Jeffrey Melnik
Art Director: Willa Davis
Copy Editor: Ashley Hopkins
Student Assistants: Molly Prince
Marketing and Advertising Coordinator: Jenna  
Yoshikawa
Publications Manager and Webmaster: Jon Wilson
Digital Media Manager: Maura Cunningham
Sponsoring Organizations. The University of Michigan, 
The University of Tennessee at Chattanooga.
Officers of the Association. President: Prasenjit Duara, 
Duke University; Vice President: Christine R. Yano, 
University of Hawai`i; Past President: Anne Feldhaus, 
Arizona State University; Past-Past President: Katherine 
A. Bowie, University of Wisconsin, Madison; Executive 
Director: Hilary V. Finchum-Sung
Reviewers for This Issue: Arthur Barbeau, Sebastian 
Bartos, Pratyusha Basu, Eric Cunningham, Christy Davis, 
Lisa Jane de Gara, Clayton Dube, Paul Dunscomb, Char-
lotte Ellington, Lauren Heller, Vera Heuer, Jim Huffman, 
Coonoor Kripalani, Bento Lobo, Jeffrey Melnik, Philip 
Roundy, Paul Watt, Maranda Wilkinson, Rina Williams, 
Shelton Woods

 3

obligated to successfully use innovative financial practices for institutional via-
bility. This usually means thinking entrepreneurially. In this issue’s “Facts About 
Asia” column the connections among economic freedom, entrepreneurship, and 
political freedom are drawn for two of the “Four Little Dragons”: Taiwan and 
Hong Kong. David Janes, in the teaching resources essay “EngageAsia: An Entre-
preneurial Approach to Creating Transnational Communities,” which concludes 
the special section is an account of a promising and recently created social entre-
preneurship endeavor. 

The issue as usual includes several teaching resources and book review essays 
that are non-thematic on the steppe nomads, teaching about girls and women in 
China, Indonesia, and post-World War II Chinese history. 

The winter 2019 special section is “Asian Literature in the Humanities and 
the Social Sciences.” The spring 2020 special section is “Asian Philosophies and 
Religions” and the deadline for initial receipt of manuscripts is November 30th, 
2019. Please visit the EAA website at www.asian-studies.org/eaa for author guide-
lines and for information about all future special sections. We also consider pub-
lication of non-thematic manuscripts for each issue.

Please encourage friends and colleagues who prefer EAA print copies to sub-
scribe, or to purchase multiple discounted copies of back issues, at our low rates 
at the EAA website. Readers interested in accessing PDFs of all EAA articles and 
essays through the current issue can visit the EAA website for no charge and no 
required password. In the meantime, please like us on Facebook, follow EAA on 
Twitter, and tell your friends to do the same.

Last but not least, especially if you subscribe to EAA but are not an AAS mem-
ber, our new, and much-improved website is now live! Those of you who access it 
will already see substantial improvements compared to the past website. Further-
more, the Association plans to make systematic, incremental augmentations to 
the site, which will make it even more useful for instructors and students.

Cordially,
Lucien Ellington
Editor: Education About Asia
Lucien-Ellington@utc.edu
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