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Top: Wm. Theodore de Bary in the C. V. Starr East Asian Library at Columbia University. Source: wikicu.com at https://tinyurl.com/y7sbox6r.
Bottom: July 2014, President Barack Obama presents Wm. Theodore
de Bary with the National Humanities Medal for his work in East Asian
studies. Source: Screen capture from the video The President Awards the National
Medals of the Arts and Humanities on YouTube at https://tinyurl.com/yazj2ako.

4

Education About ASIA

A u g u s t 9 t h , 1 9 1 9 –J u ly 1 4 t h , 2 0 1 7

s noted briefly in the fall issue of EAA, Professor
Wm. Theodore de Bary died on July 14th, 2017. Professor de Bary, whose career at Columbia University
spanned almost seven decades, was both an internationally
known scholar of East Asian Confucianism and a pioneer in
the movement to integrate Asian studies into undergraduate
and secondary school general education courses. Those readers who are interested in learning more about arguably one
of the greatest scholars and teachers of the twentieth and the
early twenty-first centuries are strongly encouraged to read
Columbia University Professors Carol Gluck and Donald
Keene’s memories of de Bary the scholar, teacher, and person
posted on the #AsiaNow blog (https://tinyurl.com/y725v9af).
Larry Chengliang Hong, a recent Columbia graduate and
student in Professor de Bary’s final spring 2017 seminar, also
contributes an accompanying essay in the post. Readers who
would like to honor Professor de Bary’s memory (as well as
recently deceased South Asianist Ainslie Embree) are encouraged to consider contributing to the AAS Wm. Theodore de
Bary and Ainslie T. Embree Fund for Education and Outreach
at http://www.asian-studies.org/News/Fund-for-Education.
I chose to honor Professor de Bary’s memory by reprinting (for the first time in the history of EAA) his article in the
inaugural February 1996 issue. In “Asia in the Core Curriculum,” Professor de Bary makes compelling arguments for
inclusion of outstanding works from four Asian cultures into
introductory-level survey courses. In his well-crafted essay,
de Bary articulates how inclusion of non-Western traditions
both complements and strengthens student understanding of
Western traditions. The essay, which I have used numerous
times with professors and teachers, concludes with an annotated list of classics that have been successfully used in a oneyear undergraduate survey course at Columbia.
Finally, readers who contemplate the ideas in this almosttwenty-two-year-old essay will most likely find this piece as
relevant now as the day it was written. ■
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Editor’s Note: This article was first published in the February 1996 inaugural issue of Education About Asia.

5

6

Education About ASIA

Volume 22, Number 3

Winter 2017

7

8

Education About ASIA

Volume 22, Number 3

Winter 2017

9

10

Education About ASIA

Volume 22, Number 3

Winter 2017

11

