
Who is  the Asianist?  According to the authors,  what is  the usual  prof i le  of  the
scholar  who studies Asia? What inf luence do they suggest the predominance of
this  prof i le  might have on how Asia has been studied and understood?
How have some scholars who do not meet the usual  prof i le  of  "the Asianist"
experienced professional  l i fe in academia? How does the volume i l lustrate the
potentia l  contr ibutions of  such scholars in l ight of  (even as i t  is  not reducible to)
their  minority status within this  f ie ld?
What concerns do the authors have about Asian Studies? How do the editors feel
that each essay included in this  volume helps to address these concerns? How do
you feel  about this?  
What is  blackness? How is  blackness understood s imi lar ly ,  as wel l  as differently ,
around the world,  part icular ly across Asia ,  in the present as wel l  as in the past?
What specif ic  ideas for future projects in Asian Studies might these essays br ing
to mind? 
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“These outstanding essays compel us to reflect on the ways in which the
pernicious ‘color l ine’ belts the world (Du Bois), including Asia, but in ways
that must be attentive to both the singularities of locality and the
entanglements of our world conditions. This means that we must also
interrogate the past and present of Asian Studies as a radicalized formation. A
courageous, timely, and important intervention that should be read in and far
beyond Asian Studies."   

—  TAKASHI FUJITANI, University of Toronto

“This  extremely  t imely  and crucia l  book helps  Asian Studies  to  f inal ly  reckon with i ts
racia l  unconscious in  epistemological ,  pedagogical ,  and inst i tut ional  terms.  I t
examines the racia l  log ic  in  var ious Asian countr ies  in  re lat ion to the g lobal  rac ia l
formation,  and shows how such studies  are  cr i t ica l  for  As ian Studies .  A must  read for
al l  As ianists . ”

—  SHU-MEI SHIH,  University of  Cal ifornia,  Los Angeles
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