
What does i t  say about Vietnam that i t  defeated the powerful  countr ies of
China,  Japan,  France,  and the United States? 
How did the Vietnamese hold on to their  cultural  and socia l  values despite
being a province of  China for more than 1,000 years? 
What made the United States leaders think they could defeat the Vietminh
despite Vietnam’s track record of  defeat ing China,  Japan,  and France? 
What role has Cambodia played in Vietnam’s history? 
Why was the 1975-1985 decade so miserable for the Vietnamese despite
their  recent victory over the United States and the reunif icat ion of  their
country? 
Explain Vietnam’s astounding economic success fol lowing the implementat ion
of the 1986 Doi  Moi pol ic ies .
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“For those who are looking for a very well informed introduction to Việt Nam—
from its semi-mythical beginnings some 5,000 years ago all  the way up to the
twenty-first century—this is the book. Covering politics and war, society and
economics, culture and relationships, it provides the essential structure that
both teachers and students will  want to begin their own explorations of this
fascinating country."  

— KENTON CLYMER, Northern I l l inois University
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