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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: https://www.asianstudies.org/store/davis/

1.What does it mean to think of India as a "civilization"?

2.How does thinking of world "civilizations" affect the way we approach history?
3.How does this bear on our modern world, with its civilizational categories?
4.Who are the agents of global connections in ancient times?

5.Does this correspond to contemporary global flows?
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“Richard Davis’ dismantling of the notion of an isolated India masterfully integrates
evidence from texts, archaeology, art history and numismatics. The focus shifts elegantly
from Rome to China, from entrepreneurial traders to pious monks, from Jataka tales to
the Ramayana. For anyone who teaches Indian, Asian or world history, this booklet is the
essential antidote to Manu, the stay-at-home conservative usually held up as the norm of
‘Indian Civilization.’"

— STEWART GORDON, University of Michigan
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