
1.  What role did Japanese and Americans play in shaping postwar Japan during
the occupation period? Did one group have more agency than another? 
2.  Although a part icular  v is ion for postwar Japan won out in 1960,  there were
other vis ions out there.  What were they and who advocated them? 
3.  What was the key premise behind the Income Doubl ing Plan? How was it  put
into pract ice and by whom? 
4.  What were the domestic  and international  factors that made postwar Japan's
pol it ical  economy unsustainable in the 1990s? 
5.  What chal lenges did the three elements of  the Iron Tr iangle face during the
Lost Decade? 
6.  I f  postwar Japan's  pol i t ical  economy has been over for a long t ime,  why do we
find it  so diff icult  to say that Postwar Japan is  over as wel l?
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The basic elements of  Postwar Japan's  pol i t ical  economy were created during the
Occupation and f inal ized in 1960
By the 1980s,  pursuit  of  this  model  of  economic development had become
unsustainable.  The Lost Decade,  1992-2004,  represents the death agony of postwar
Japan's  pol i t ical  economy.
Since then Japanese have struggled to understand what should Japan be?
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“Concisely rendered, engagingly written, and thoughtful in its judgments, this
short book is a most valuable interpretation of Japan’s remarkable history
since the end of World War I I. "   

— ANDREW GORDON, Harvard University

“Surveys the dramatic  changes in  Japan’s  society ,  pol i t ics ,  economy,  internat ional
re lat ions ,  and culture f rom defeat  in  World War I I  through the disasters  of  March 11,
2011.  Paul  Dunscomb analyzes  Japan’s  postwar exper ience with balance and
admirable  c lar i ty ,  wr it ing in  an access ib le  and fast-paced sty le  that  wi l l  be welcomed
by students  and teachers  a l ike .  This  is  by far  the best  short  introduct ion to the
history  of  contemporary Japan avai lable  for  c lassroom use.”

—  WILLIAM TSUTSUI,  Ottawa University
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