
How does knowledge that war would break out with the Japanese
invasion of  China in 1937 color discussion of  Sino-Japanese fr iendships
before this  t ime?
How does this  image of Lu Xun presented here differ  from his  image in
China now?
What thoughts are el ic ited by someone by Uchiyama Kanzō who devoted
his career to working with Chinese?
Does the fact  that Uchiyama had only a 6th-grade education and Lu Xun
is considered the greatest  writer  of  his  t ime make sense? In what way?
Looking at  the cover,  what does the image of these two men together
reveal?
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“Joshua Fogel’s superb command of Japanese has allowed him to access sources
untapped by Chinese and Western scholars to compile this tour-de-force
treatment of a cross-cultural, cross-political, cross-religious, and cross-
l inguistic friendship between Lu Xun (1881-1936) and Uchiyama Kanzō (1885-
1959)... Fogel does a masterful job in assembling the pieces of a puzzle,
tracing the rumors that Uchiyama was a spy back to their source, and
examining the role that Japanese Doctor Sudō Iozō (1876-1959), Lu Xun’s
personal physician, played in the days leading up to his death." 
 

— JON EUGENE VON KOWALLIS, UNSW Sydney
“Drawing on his  extensive knowledge of  S ino-Japanese exchange,  Joshua Fogel  paints
a capt ivat ing portrait  of  Lu Xun and Uchiyama Kanzō,  two men of  very  d i f ferent
temperament,  background,  and pol i t ica l  out look.  We see their  f r iendship in  ordinary
moments  over  a  cup of  Kar igane tea,  a  specia l ly-reserved rattan chair ,  and the efforts
at  mounting exhibits  of  woodblock pr ints  but  a lso in  extraordinary moments  when
Uchiyama protected Lu Xun from GMD spies  and Japanese mi l i tary  pol ice  in  the
tumultuous years  before total  war .  Theirs  was a  remarkable  f r iendship indeed.”

—HU YING, University of  Cal ifornia,  Irvine
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