
1.  What are the major causes of  "the r ise of  China"? Has i t  truly become a
superpower r ival  to the US? 
2.  What are the major sources of  geopol it ical  confl icts  in East  Asia? How
serious are they? 
3.  How different and dist inct are East Asian societ ies? Are they matters of
degrees? 
4.  Is  i t  r ight or  helpful  to think of  "East Asia"  as a coherent unit?  Are they
becoming more s imi lar  or  more dist inct? 
5.  What are the l ikely futures of  East  Asian societ ies? The ascent of
Sinocentr ism? Breaking up into dist inct geopol it ical  and cultural  units?
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