
1.  Do you think diplomatic engagement is  an effect ive tool?  How did i t  play a role
in the opening of  Myanmar after  2011? Is  there a case to withdraw or cut off
off ic ia l  engagement ( for  example Cuba,  Myanmar,  North Korea)?  
2.  Are sanctions an effect ive way of changing government behavior or  addressing
key foreign pol icy concerns overseas? How can they be deployed effect ively in a
foreign pol icy cr is is  ( for  example,  China in a Taiwan Straits  Cris is ,  human r ights
abuses,  Russia 's  war in Ukraine,  etc . )?  
3.  How do you view Aung San Suu Kyi 's  role in Myanmar and U.S.  pol icy in Burma? 
4.  Could Aung San Suu Kyi  have prevented atrocit ies against  the Rohingya? Could
the U.S.  have done anything further to prevent the violence? 
5.  What were the most important factors leading to the br ief  democrat ic  opening
that began in 2011? Who were the key players? 
6.  What is  the role of  U.S.  foreign pol icy in promoting democracy in the world?
Should this  be a responsibi l i ty of  the U.S.?  
7.  What is  China's  role in Myanmar? How does Myanmar play into China's  domestic
and international  concerns? 
8.  What are the prospects for nat ional  reconci l iat ion in Myanmar? What are the
prospects for peace among the ethnic armed groups in the country?
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“Murphy provides a unique insider’s look at US engagement with Myanmar,
detail ing the successes, pitfalls, and humorous moments in a fleeting moment
of optimism between the two countries."   

— TIMOTHY MCLAUGHLIN, Contributing Writer at The Atlantic

“A thoughtful ,  wel l -paced,  and incredibly  t imely  account of  the complex d ip lomatic
efforts  that  led to Burma’s  rapprochement with the West  and the chal lenges that
have faced Washington’s  Burma pol icy  ever  s ince.”

—THANT MYINT-U,  author of  The Hidden History  of  Burma:  Race,  Capital ism,  and
the Cris is  of  Democracy in  the 21st  Century
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