
How did Asia 's  representat ions of  the West change over t ime?
How did Western representat ions of  Asia change over t ime? 
Descr ibe Western l i terary representat ions of  China and Japan.  
How has Asia been posit ively and pejorat ively imagined in the West?
What key histor ical  events informed Asia-West relat ions?
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Finnish Inst itute of  International  Affairs  (FI IA) ,  “Managing Sino-Western
Relat ions in the New Geoeconomic World Order:  Panel  I ”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iTj8RHcoMoo
Harvard University ,  “The Great Reversal :  The ‘Rise of  Japan’  and the
‘Fal l  of  China” after  1895 as Histor ical  Fables”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pn4rI6JqSI4
Quinnipiac University ,  “A Symposium on China:  ‘U.S.  and China:  Past ,
Present,  and Future -  Prof .  Johnathan Spence”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-wkJY0Y85oE&t=678s

F or desk and examination copies,  vis it :
https://cup.columbia.edu/for- instructors

Purchase copies at :
https://www.asianstudies.org/store/devi ls/

Paperback ($25.00) :
9780924304606

258 pages



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

INTRO. CONTENDING REPRESENTATIONS: EAST-WEST

1. THE CHINESE MACABRE IN MISSIONARY
PUBLICATIONS AND HORROR FICTION

2. RAPE,  BAPTISM, AND THE “PIG” REBELLION: CHINESE IMAGES OF 
FOREIGN MISSIONARIES DURING THE LATE NINETEENTH CENTURY 

3.  IN SEARCH OF A CHINESE PICTURESQUE: 
WILLIAM ALEXANDER, GEORGE CHINNERY, AND THE 

VISUAL IMAGE OF CHINA IN NINETEENTH-CENTURY BRITAIN

4. CHINA AND THE CONFLUENCE OF CULTURES:  
OVERCOMING THE EAST-WEST MIND-SET

5.  (MIS)  CONCEIVING THE SELF IN EARLY CHINA: MEMORY AND 
TRUTH IN EARLY CHINESE AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL WRITING

6. FROM BEAT TO HARDCORE: A NEW TWIST ON PHONY ZEN

7. THE ELUSIVE MIDDLE: BETWEEN ROMANTICISM AND
CONDEMNATION IN THE BUDDHIST IMAGINARY 

“A marvelous collection of insightful analysis on topics ranging from the
Chinese picturesque in 19th-century Britain, to the twisted spirituality of Brad
Warner’s Hardcore Zen, to the representation of missionaries in China as baby-
eaters and beasts, Beating Devils and Burning Their Books i l lustrates the
tendency to exaggerate radical difference—both positive and negative—that is
part of the complex interaction that makes up cultural exchange."  

— WENDY LARSON, University of Oregon

“Beat ing Devi ls  and Burning Their  Books breaks new ground in  i ts  embrace of  a
genuine “conf luence of  cultures ,”  East  and West .  Rather  than focus on a uni lateral
examinat ion of  or iental iz ing Western v iews of  the East ,  the essays in  this  col lect ion
br ing together  mult ip le  v iewpoints ,  cover ing not  only  such topics  as  the Chinese
macabre in  Western horror  f ict ion and the American appropr iat ion of  Zen,  but  a lso
studies  of  Chinese images of  Chr ist ian miss ionar ies  and Chinese percept ions of  the
sel f  in  ear ly  autobiographical  wr it ing.  The result  i s  an important  invest igat ion into the
processes  and popular  impact  of  cross-cultural  representat ion (and
misrepresentat ion) . ”

—  CYNTHIA BROKAW, Brown University
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