
Which 20-year period in modern Chinese history best represents a
cosmopol itan world view? Which best represents a Chinese exceptional ism
world view? Explain.  
Which is  more important in Chinese history,  the Taiping Rebel l ion,  the 1911
Revolut ion,  the 1949 Revolut ion,  or  the Cultural  Revolut ion? What other
revolut ionary periods deserve attention? Explain.  
What key factors led to the r ise of  communism in China? Consider both the
period before and after  1949.  What caused the col lapse of the Qing? 
What caused the col lapse of the Republ ican regime? What lessons from these
two fai led states can be appl ied to contemporary governments? 
What contemporary problems is  China facing in the 21st century? What
lessons from Chinese history can and should be appl ied in addressing these
problems?
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“If, l ike me, you have been waiting for a stripped down and accessible
introduction to China’s modern transformations, which hits all  the main points
in a small numbers of pages, your wait is over. This will  be a very attractive
volume for all  teachers who want to make sure their students get an up to date
introduction to the basics, yet also are determined to reserve lots of space on
the syllabus for primary sources."  



— JEFFREY WASSERSTROM, UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, IRVINE

“Two outstanding features  of  th is  work are  i ts  emphasis  on cross-cultural  contacts
and the attent ion i t  pays to  men and women from var ious walks  of  l i fe ,  not  merely  the
wel l -known f igures  f rom the mi l i tary  and government.  With i ts  generous assortment of
i l lustrat ions and numerous helpful  references ,  Modern Chinese History  i s  an ideal
text  for  introductory courses  that  a lso inc lude a judic ious se lect ion of  pr imary
sources .”



—VICTOR H.  MAIR,  University of  Pennsylvania
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